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if plans are otal used the town would then reimburse the Federal . | 
Government for cost involved, There is some indieation that the statu ’ 
may -¢ aumendeds making whole or pert of this sum a free grant te the — 
towne | | 
1. ¥@ recommend that when final plans have been approved by the 
Congolidated School Building Comaittee that a warrant be prepared end 
submitted to elther a regular or special town meeting, as deemed 
advisable, for any action thereon, : 
Respectfully submitted, — eat 
Graves 
Clarissa LaClatire 
Williem Williams 


Chester Woodard 
F, Donald Ashley, Ch. 
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* Very ?: cently an inspector from the State Board of egy oR safety 
ne al ternative necessary, 


| “anapected guy ecriools and stated to Mr. Cox. tt 


1f @ modern school vulldin, ts not furnis: ed by the Town of Leverett 
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tn 9 reasonable time - the alternative beings | 

eget l. Running water in all schools. 

®. Modern sanitary facilities. 

Be Modern Heating systens. 

4, Mit ventilators for each room. 

5. Safety devices for Piree 

The estimated soest of such alterations to our present schools 

gilda be 96,000. to $3,000. per Poon, or an overall expense of from 
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eontemplated, 


430,000. to 940,000. ‘Jr these alterations snould be 
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to the town. Because of | 
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ge) Lecation 

b) Physical ie SLGUN pt aa from standpoint 

of drainage and exposure. 
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d) Transportation of pupils, ete. 
In consequence the committee looked at e!,ht or ten sites and 
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best of the type such as we think is needed tn Leverett. The school 


Ata vant by the comm ttee was the Ilubbardston school, conus sisting of 


een our Giscussicas with educators and wen who know sohodling and 
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eee shoi ld te in a sheltered location with grade suffictent Jor 


; septic sewerage disposal, ' 
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‘The building should ¢ nsist of four classrooms, each room to. 
hs care fer two grades each; have modern tollet facilities with running — 
BA water furnished by ean artesian well; also a large sublevel room with 
at a at least half-window and preferably full-ewindow exposure on two or 
ae more sides. 
The sub-level room would furnish space for: 
a) The hea ting plant and janitor's storage room. 
b) A cafeteria-kitchen and dining room. (The committee 
found most schools sponsoring active child-health 
“programs furnished not lunches, with the cost 
shared by the pupils and Federal grants. ) 
¢) A play area for use in bad weather, 
d) Social and reereatioral facilities for adult ees 
@) Boy and Girl Scouts - 4<H activities, ete. 


In addition a teuchers! room end a alinie reom for pre- 
‘school and sehool-age clinic work will be needed, 


If cost does not prohibit, we feel an auditorium to seat 300 
a would be & very creat asset, We found many schools with coubination 
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ae 


Ny suai tortun and gymnasiui. ‘This permits general asseutlies of pupils for 


educational purposes, such as: visunl aids, musicals, putlie 
rine» plays ond eradua tion exercises, We think an auditorium could 
a for adult programs of various types thet would tend to centralize 


conununi ty. 


“for Reid and girls. Space large enocugh to accommodate a baseball diamond 
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would be desirable from both school and community viewpoints, 
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oe Si ; “Comsnunt oomnun’ ty Benefits 
o 23 . Weve been fortunate in having good teachers but if vacancies 
‘should eccur, it would be wu hh easier to attract hi: hecrade 
teschers wi with a modern Consolidated school, 
We also feel a consolidated school would tend to raise the 
Sete sasti onl standing. 
‘Good schools will attract g00d citizens for Leverett, 
Educational adventa.es such a8 a consolidated sereol offers 
% will increase property values, | 
In view of the foregone conclusions, the comulttee respectfully 
a3 ‘ay “mekes the following recommendations: | 
aa 1. We recommend that the Selectmen of Leverett be instructed to 
* purchase the following deseribed site for e sum not to exceed 
$1500, and that trts purchase be made as soon as possible, . The 


site recoumended for purchase is land now owed by Mrs. Fred 


Bete Morrison and situated on the east side of the road between 

“ee _ Leverett Center and North Leverett, approximately three-quarters 
ae ef a mile from the center, 

ees iY This tract of lend consists of about nine acres, is clear of 


brush and ‘trees, well sheltered froma the north and west, and 
aes et Slopes gradually to the east. The sloping land factor makes the 
ee cost of including a sublevel room much ore reasonable ami lessons 
a n the foundation cost. This sublevel room with light available from 
s Pintowe on two or more sides would male the adcition of more 
Classroom space possible at minor cost, if found necessary, Aside) 
from one low area, woich could be easily filled, the cost of | | 
preparing the site would be ainor, 
ee There is sufficient area in this tract to accomodate a bases 


ball alanond for both set.col enc comunity use, The dlasond and 


Parking aren could Le sccosaible and separate from the school ~ 
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Aa in 1947 for the follow! ng reasons 3 


a) Inflated costs eal 
‘b) Pending possible State legislation granting towns under 5000 — 
population an amount not to exceed $30,000. teward the cost 
of consolidated school buildings. 
_@) Federal Recess Comission is work! hg on proposed legislation 
for. the next Congress that may help rural Coumuuril 1 6s finance 
new school constructions 


We recomiend that the Selectmen be instructed to confer with the 


“tate Senator for this distrtct and with him draw up @ bL12 to Le 


: | parent to borrow money outside our debt litt, the aucunt not to 


“exceed (§15,000. (Explain) 
ae ’ 
oe We recommend that the Selectuen make application to the proper 


“es “Federal authorities for a sum of money to cover cost cf drawing up 
 sehool plans. We understand money has been made available by apportion- | 
é ment ‘to all the States, from Pederal appropriations, to cover cost of 

s _ such Plans, 

By accepting this money we do not obligate ourselves in any Ware 
‘Bach town or city is free to hire its own arciitect, with noFederal f 
| tuperviston, other then to gee that plans meet standard specifications, : 
Pie a rt. for. any reason the plans are net used, there would Lé no cost } 


“te the town ot Teves ase for sald plans. As Lhe statute now stands, 
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At a special town meeting held December 17, 1946 the Special Investi- 
gating Committee for the consolidation of schools in Leverett was dissolved. 
A new committee to be known as the Consolidated School Building Committee was 
appointed and consists of the members of the former Investigating Committee, 
the Board of Selectmen and the Superintendent of Schools. 

At this meeting it was voted to raise and appropriate a sum of money 
not to exceed $1500, for the purchase of land owned by Mrs. Fred Morrison 
for a school site. The purchase of this land was subsequently made for a 
sum of $1250. 

At the special town meeting it was voted to have the Building Committee 
act upon the following recommendations of the Investigating Committees 

a) To hire an architect to draw up suitable plans for the school. 

b) The Selectment, thpoough our district senator to petition the 

General Court for permission to borrow the sum of $16,000 outside 

our legal debt limit. 

c) That application be made to the Federal Works Agency for a . 

sum of money to cover the cost of school plans, this money being s 


available to cities and towns for advance planning of community 
projects. 


Accordingly, the services of Mr. Bernhard Dirks were secured to draw 
up the plans for tle school. Ata meeting of the committee in February of 
this year,preliminary plans were viewed and accepted, Mir. Dirks then being 
instructed to complete the plans and submit them for final epproval. 

State Senator Mahar filed a petition with the General Court to permit 
the Town of Leverett to borrow a sum of money not to exceed $16,000 outside 
our debt limit. The General Court has passed favorably on this petition. 

An application was filed with tle Federal Works Agency for e sum of 


$3000 tocover the advance plans for a consolidated school. 
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On March 18 the Emergency Finance Board of the Commonwealth voted 
Unanimously to approve the application. On April 4 the Federal Works 
Agency also approved the application and has sent an initial advance of 
$1500. This amount has been paid to ir. Dirks as part payment for his 
work. 

While Mr. Dirks hasn't quite finished his work on the plans, the com- 
mt tee felt enough progress had been made to permit Mr. Dirks to exhibit 
these plans and a model of the school. | 

At the annual town meeting last February a sum of $800 was appro- 
priated toward the construction of an athletic field. after consulting 
several dirt moving contractors, Lir, Stephen Puffer, Jr. was hired to do 
the grading necessary. A good deal of this work has been done, but as 
the warrant for this meeting has an article dealing with this project, we 


will not report further on it at this time. 
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REPORT OF THE LEVERETT CONSOLIDATED | WI 
SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTZE hal eel 
8-20-18 ok J 


It may be well in startine this report to review the history of the work 
done by this comnittee and its predecessor, the now dissolved Investigating 
Committee, 

At the annual town meeting held February 3, 1946, a special Investigat- 
ing Committee was named to investigate the question of building a consolidated 
school and to make a report thereon. At a special town meeting held December 17, 
1946, the report from this committee, with certain recommendations, was heard and 
accepted, The "Meeting", then following one of the recommendations of the Investi- 
gating Committee, did dissolve the Investigating Committee and appoint a committee 
to be known as The Consolidated School Building Committee, consisting of the former 
Investigating Committee members, the Selectmen and the Superintendent of Schools, 

Purchase of a building site, another recommendation, has been accomplished, 

As recommended, an architect, Mr. Bernhard Dirks, was secured to draw up 


plans for a consolidated school, 4 


In an earlier report of the Investicating Committe it was stated 


cr 


eleven outstanding schools had been visited and one, a school in Hubbardston, 
(costing $55,000 in 1938 or 1939) seemed to be nearest the type of school needed 
in Leverett. Mr. Dirks drew a set of plans incorporating the fundamental charac- 
teristics of the Hubbardston school. A model and plans of the school were subse- 
quently shown at the special town meeting held June 17, 197. 

The exhibited model and school plans were well received and requested 
criticisms, if any, did not occur, 

Subsequently, the committee accepted these plans and instructed Mr 


Dirks to complete the detailing of them, This was done, except for the auditorium 


which we originally had hoped to include, 
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Based on the cost of the Hubbardston school and a nominal increase in 
the cost of construction, the committee had originally proposed the financing of 
construction as follows: 

$20,200 from free cash 
14,800 from sale of U. S. Bonds in treasury 


24,000 from allowable borrowing means, within the 5% law 
16,000 from legislation approval 


$75,000 Total for construction 

As time went on the committee became alarmed as the cost of construction 
continued to soar, and in 197 it became apparent that the cost of the school, as 
planned, would be greater than the financial ability of the tow to build. 

The State Legislature came to realize the difficulty some towns and 
cities were having in financing their school building program, Recognizing that 
eorbais buildings in the Commonwealth were obsolete and condemned and that these 
towns and cities must have assistance to replace the condemned buildings, a Recess 
Committee was appointed to study the situation, 

Through the study of this committee and its recommendations to the legis- 
lature, a bill was presented and passed by the General Court and signed into law 
by the Governor, as Chapter 615 Acts of 1918, the title of this act being "An Act 
to Encourage the Establishment of Regional and Consolidated Public Schools and to 
Provide Financial Assistance to Cities and Towns in the Construction of School 
Buildings," 

In this law a formula for determining the amount of assistance due any 
city or town was set up, based upon the comparison between the State valuation per 
pupil, on a state-wide basis, and the valuation per pupil, on a city or town basis, 
Using this formula, it was determined that Leverett was entitled to the maximum 
amount possible under the act, or 50% of the cost of a new building. 

Recognizant of the pending legislation, the committee had acquired the 
services of Mr. Charles F, Dingman, Engineer, of Palmer, Mass,, and a professional 
estimator, to go over the plans and specifications and to give an estimate of 
their cost, 


In view of the assistance obtainable from the State, Mr. Dirks was asked 
23 to make an estimate of the cost of such items omitted from Mr, Dingman's report and 
the cost of an auditorium, Following is a summation of Mr, Dingman's and Mr, 
Dirk's estimate of the cost of the Leverett Consolidated School, with possible de- 
ductions through elimination or substitutions of materials: 
Charles F, Dingman's estimate (without auditorium) $161,000, 


Bernhard Dirk's estimate on items omitted in the 
Dingman report and for completing the anditorium: 


maa Geeet S $06 ov ick «> wale eee 8 es scat Hae 
Bagineer’s £06 «cect see ee eves s 04, © 1,000, 


Le@oh pool or tile bed 1... sc cee we ee ee 500, 
Water system . ee ws wee ewe ee meee 2,000, 


Equipment - Cafeteria equipment & window shades . 3,000, 


Borings . oa * s 7 -- . - 7 i . es . s a ° es se . — 300. 

Seeding lawn se 7 s wo _ ° — . = es - . 2 e s > e e 200, 

Shrubs oe e a > . se . . — - o . a s J s s 7 — 500, 

Sidewalks s — . . oO 2 ~ 7 _ . . . . ~ s . s — es a 500, 

>) Rockdust on gravel for driveway and parkway... 500, 
$182,30. 


Auditorium, including fees .......+ 2. . 40,000, 
Contingency * — e - . s 2 * * > * ~ — . > . . * & 5,000, 


Peeeae Gedweniees si a 0% a eee 6 4 se 6 8,800, 


Cost of School with Auditoriun eeeseee8 es @ @ - $218,540. 
eeeveereeete ete eenee te & He HF 


Cost of School with Auditorium $218,540. 
Cost to Leverett (1/2 of total) $109,270. 
State Aid Grant 109,270, 


In order to determine the town's ability to finance its share of the 
cost of any school construction, it was necessary for us to know the following 
facts: 


lst, the amount of free cash in surplus funds that could be used for 
this purpose, 


2nd, the amount of money we could borrow legally. 
9 3rd, other approved methods for borrowing money for this purpose, 
We were certain of two of these factors, The unknown factor was the 


amount of money from free cash that might be used for this purpose, The State 
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Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation, Mr, Henry F, Long, has certain author- 
ity to approve or disapprove of the use of surplus funds. It was suggested that 
a committee arrange an appointment with Mr. Long, Friday, July 9, 1948, Messrs. 
George Waterhouse, Chester Woodard, and F, Donald Ashley met with him and dis-~ 
cussed the financial problems connected with the proposed school construction, He 
was presented with an estimate of the cost for a school, with auditorium, amount- 
ing to $218,5h0. 

Knowing the formula for State aid assistance under Chapter 6)5 Acts of 
1948 would provide Leverett State aid to the extent of one half of the cost of any 
building approved by a special committee appointed to administer grants under this 


act, the following method of financing Leverett's portion was discussed with Mr. 


Long? 
Borrow inside limit . . .. +. e+e $27,167. 
Authorized outside limit ....... 16,000, 
Sale of Bonds e se — e es s a oO © es 2 s es 14,800, 
From free cash ($52,315. ) He Se Eg _51,003. 
$109,270. 


Mr, Long approved of this method of financing, except for the verifica- 
tion of our free cash statement, He suggested that a State audit of the treasur- 
er's accounts be made to verify this amount. He stated that a State audit of the 
books was due and that they would endeavor to make such an audit as soon as pos- 
sible, 

Whereas, it seemed apparent that the town could finance one half the 
cost of a school building at this time, the provisions in Chapter 65 Acts of 1918, 
in its present form, stipulate that the towns and cities must appropriate the full 
cost of the building project, including any construction grant anticipated under 
this chapter. This means that the Town of Leverett would have to appropriate the 
sum of $218,5h0, representing the total estimated cost of the construction of the 
school, Obviously, this stipulation would prevent the immediate financing of a 
school building from finances available, 
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Section 7 of Chapter 65 Acts of 1918 stipulates that any city or tow 
desiring aid should apply on a prescribed form to the commission administering 
the State funds. Such application should be accompanied by drawings, plans, 
estimate of cost, and proposals for defraying such cost, as the commission may 
require, 

Section 8 of this same act stipulates that the commission must, within 
not more than 90 days, notify any town or city of its approval or rejection of 
the proposed plans and estimate of cost, 

It would appear that the following procedure shold be followed: 

lst, determine if the "Town Meeting" members desire that a school 

should be built according to the specifications and plans as 
dram, If this be in the affirmative, 

2nd, that we do make application to the commission (know as the 

School Building Assistance Commission, provided for under 
Section 1 of this act) for approval of the school plans, 
3rd, that the State audit be checked to determine whether $51,000 

is available in free cash, as proposed in the method of fin- 
ancing. 

kth, instruct the Selectmen that if it is still apparent that the 

town is in a position to finance one half the cost of the pro- 
posed school, the Selectmen, with the aid of Senator Ralph 
Mahar, should prepare a bill petitioning the legislature to 
amend or increase the existing enabling act for $16,000 by 
$109,270, representing the anticipated State aid, This makes 
a total of $125,270, 

It is necessary that the bill for the amendment be filed by 
Senator Ralph Mahar as early as possible, or not later than 
December 1, 198, in order to obtain early action by the 19h9 
session of the General Court, 

An amendment to the present law will be proposed in 199 to make it un=- 
necessary to include the construction grant in the local appropriation, or to 
permit a town or city to exceed its debit limit by the amount of a construction 
grant without petitioning legislature, If this proposed legielation shold have 
an early hearing and be enacted into law, ovr bill petitioning the General Court 
for authority to borrow additional funds can be withdrawn, 


While the estimated cost of $109,270 to Leverett is a large increase 
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over the original estimate of $75,000, the improved financial condition of the 
town now, as against the time of the early estimate, would make it necessary to 
borrow only approximately $3,500 more than originally intended, or a total of 
$)3,67 instead of $10,000. 

Assuming that this amount were to be amortized over a period of 20 
years, the yearly payments would amount to $2,171 on the principal amount and 
interest payments would graduate from eight or nine hundred dollars the first 
year to about sixty-five or seventy dollars the last year. This is based on the 
prevailing rate of approximately 2% for this type of loan, 

Bearing in mind that the town has been accumulating in surplus each 
year an amount greatly in excess of this sum, an amount necessary to cover this 
expense could be transferred by vote each year from surplus withovt increasing 
the tax rate, : 


It might be well for the Town Meeting members to consider some of the 
factors that bear upon this subject: 

1. Our schools are condemned, As of last February, the Department of 
Public Safety refused to issue temporary permits to the Town of Leverett to 
operate its schools. 

In view of the school building program in progress, we have been 
permitted to operate at our own risk. Because of this situation, the Superin- 
tendent of Schools has notified the School Committee and the School Committee has 
notified the Selectmen that they can no longer be responsible for the safety of 
the school children in Leverett, 

If they did not so disclaim responsibility they would be criminally 
liable under the law, collectively and individually, in case of serious accident 
by fire or other causes such as epidemics caused by unsanitary conditions, 

2. Would money invested in the school as designed be a waste of money 
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or would it be an attraction and inducement for people to settle in Leverett, and 
thus become an asset to the town? 

3. The committee does not claim that the plans are for the cheapest 
building that could be built. In its talks with our architect it was stressed, 
first, that a building should be designed with the latest proven features to make 
it possible to use the most modern teaching methods; second, that good sound con~ 
struction with quality materials be used and that safety standards be of major 
consideration; third, that the exterior mopesranes be in harmony with the village 
architecture and the landscape surroundings, 

Can it not well be stated that these stipulations have been met? 
Will it not put Leverett as far ahead of most communities of its size as it is 
behind at present? 

We are sure that we can be proud of our school and that it will 
attract state-wide attention, \ 

lh. Does not this building with its auditorium sdve the problem of a 
good central community meeting place where not only school work may be carried on 
but community activities, with the added advantage of clean sanitary kitchen and 
dining facilities? 

5. The Act giving State aid to cities and towns for construction of 
schools will terminate June 30, 1951. Therefore, any contemplated building must 
be started before then to receive State aid for half the cost, after this date 


anything the town builds or adds must be paid for in full by the tom, 
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In the report just read, we have tried to summarize the work of your 


committee and give you the facts as we see then, 
We feel that with the information we have been able to assemble that 


it is now time to let the meeting take such action as it, in its widdom, sees 
fit. In accordance, the committee respectfully submit this report for your con= 


sideration and suggest that some action be taken at this time on the section con=- 


cerning procedure, 
fdwin S, Cox 


Edwerd S&nerson 

Clifford Graves 

Sam Graves 

Wayne Howard 

Clarissa LaClaire 

George Waterhouse 

William Williams 

Chester Woodard 

F, Donald Ashley, Chairman 
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REPORT OF THE LEVERETT SCHOOL PLANNING BOARD COMMITTEE FORMED BY | 


SPECIAL TOWN MEETING OF AUGUST 25, 1951 


The function of the Committee was to investigate the proposal 
for a regional high school district initiated by the towns of Amherst 
and Pelham, to determine whether or not it would be feasible for 
Leverett to join this district, and to assist in forming an agree- 
ment which would be fair to Leverett as a participating town. 


All meetings of the Regional Planning Board in Amherst between 
August 27 and September 27, 1951 inclusive (a total of six) were 
attended regularly by the voting members, and occasionally by the 
advisory members, of the Leverett Committee. Hadley also joined the 
planning board late in August. 


The agreement according to the draft of September 20 proposed 
that "the Regional School District shall be deemed established 
when Amherst and any one or more of these towns-- Pelham, Leverett 
and Hadley,shall accept this Agreement by a majority vote approving 
the question of acceptance placed on the ballot at an. annual or 
special town meeting in accordance with Section 15, Chapter 71 of 
the General Laws as amended". However, at a meeting with State: 
officials on September 20, it was found that such a proposal would 
not be legal and that disapproval by any one or more towns would 
prevent establishment of the regional district by the accepting 
towns until a new agreement was made and approved. Consequently, 
on September 27, the towns of Amherst and Pelham decided to attempt 
to establish the District alone because of the uncert ainty of 
approval by Hadley and Leverett. The memberships of Hadley and 
Leverett in the Regional Planning Board Were thereby dissolved. In 
the final agreement between Amherst and Pelham a means was provided 
to permit other towns (which could include Leverett) to join the 
district. 


On December 7, 1951 Amherst and Pelham voted on the agreement, 


Pelham to accept, amherst to reject. The Regional School District 
was, therefore, not established. 


Llu C Onggad un 1 Le 


Elmer C. Osgood, airman Advisory: Loren R. ier 
Mrs. Varnum J. Abbott Peter M. Suprenant 
Mrs, Julian Rice Glon K. Watson 


February 2, 1952 
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Suggested Regulations for the use 
Leverett Consolidated School 


General. It is the wish of everyone concerned that 
the new school be used to serve the best interests of the 
community. It is the opinion of those concerned with its 
administration that it will not be to the best interests of 
the town to allow its use without definite rules and regula- 
tions. The following rules and regulations are tentative 
and will undoubtedly be changed as experience dictates. 
To those who think the regulations too strict, we would 
point out that the Town Hall is still available for use 
with very few restrictions. Groups made up mainly of 
townspeople will have little difficulty securing the use of 
the building subject to the following conditions. Groups 
made up mainly of other than townspeople should allow 
ample time for their request to be acted upon individually 
by the School Committee. In general, organizations will 
not be granted the use of the building for regular meet- 
ings i.e. Tuesday and Thursday of each week, etc. 

Procedure. Persons or groups wishing to use the 
new Leverett Elementary School should make arrange- 
ments with the school janitor, who shall act for the School 
Committee in this matter. If the date desired is not taken 
and if the janitor has no doubts as to eligibility of the 
group for the use, he will grant immediate approval. If 
the janitor has any doubts about the use of the building 
for the purpose requested or of the group making the 
request, he shall refer the matter to the School Commit- 
tee for a decision. Groups wishing to use the building 
should make their request as early as possible. No such 
use will be granted unless the janitor is employed by 
the group. 

Fees. The janitor shall receive a fee of $3.00 for 
each evening meeting up until 12 midnight or $5.00 after 
midnight. Said fee to be paid directly to the janitor. In ad- 
dition, the janitor shall collect an additional fee as fol- 
lows either in cash or by check made out to “Town of 
Leverett”’: 

a. Use of cafeteria only, $1.00 

b. Use of single classroom only, $1.00 

c. Use of auditorium only, $2.00 

d. Use of any two of the above, $2.00 

The janitor shall give a receipt for all money col- 
lected upon request. 


Permission and charges for other evening meetings 
and by groups other than townspeople shall be acted upon 
individually by the School Committee. All meetings of 
town officials and for town business are exempt from the 
payment of any of the above fees. 


Until further notice, the Parent-Teacher organization 
shall be permitted the use of the cafeteria for their 
monthly meeting without charge except the janitor’s fee. 


_ Regulations for Use. We are all proud of this build- 
ing and naturally wish to keep it looking new. The main 
point here is to treat the building as you would anything 
which belongs to you. Smoking will be permitted only in 
the rest rooms and in the cafeteria when properly provid- 
ed for by advance notice to the janitor. No decorations, 
nails, thumb tacks, etc. shall be put up except under su- 
pervision of the janitor. The possession or consumption 
of alcoholic beverages on the premises is forbidden. The 
janitor shall at all times act as agent of the School Com- 
mittee in enforcing the above regulations and any others 
which he feels are in the best interests of the Town. 


Signed : 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
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